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Medical News: Researchers identify
first molecular guide for brain cells

Inside: Ronald Evens, M.D., named
Barnes-Jewish Hospital president

Washington People: Sheldon Helfman
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Study shows poverty
common among aging

Service

600 volunteers clean city trails

BY GERRY EVERDING

Politicians are now busy
debating benefit cuts, tax
increases and other
controversial reforms intended
to shore up America's highly
popular Social Security system,
but research released in the
August 1999 Journal of
Gerontology draws attention to
an aspect of senior finances
seldom mentioned on the
campaign trail — the fact that
nearly half of all Americans still
spend at least some portion of
their so-called golden years
living in poverty.
Social Security, many
believe, is one of America's
most successful social programs, one generally credited
with making dramatic reductions in poverty among the
elderly in the last three decades.
In fact, the poverty rate for the
elderly is now slightly below
that for the overall population.
However, this first-of-its-kind

BY DAVID MOESSNER

It was an assembly line that
would have made Henry Ford
proud.
At the top of the hill, perched
along St. Louis' Riverfront Trail,
stood about 30 Washington
University freshmen in a volunteer litter patrol. Forty feet below
— down a rough, 45-degree slope
— lay 163 abandoned car and
truck tires, wallowing in the muck
and mire.
"I remember looking down
with my eyes bulging out and
thinking, 'Oh, is this such a good
idea? Is this going to be safe?'"
recalled Matt Engelhardt,
residential college director for the
William Greenleaf Eliot Residential College and one of the
co-organizers of Service First, the
new community service initiative
that had drawn the students to
their rather precarious position.
"But there really wasn't any
stopping our students,"
Engelhardt continued. "They were
determined that they were going
to do it. I was just amazed at how
quickly it all happened."
In the words of freshman Jeff
Fields, "It was a self-organizing
phenomenon."
Fields had spotted the tires
himself. "But I walked by because
I didn't think it was realistic," he
said. "So I went on and filled up
my trash bag with litter. But then I
saw that some people had gone
down through the bushes and
were forming a small assembly
line. They started calling others
over. All of a sudden, we had
people lined up along the hill, just
rolling up the tires, from one
person to the next. At one point,
there were multiple lines."

8

longitudinal study of poverty in
America suggests that a surprisingly high percentage of the
elderly will experience significant
episodes of poverty in their senior
years.
"Our study shows that nearly
one-half of all Americans aged 60
to 90 will experience at least one
year of living near or below the
poverty line during their elderly
life span, and the percentage
increases sharply for those citizens
who are black, not married and/or
have less than 12 years of education," said Mark R. Rank, Ph.D.,
lead author of the study and an
associate professor in the George
Warren Brown School of Social
Work.
The study, conducted by Rank
and Thomas A. Hirschl, a professor of rural sociology at Cornell
University, is based on an analysis
of income data for thousands of
Americans for a 25-year period
ending in 1992, a span in which
official poverty rates for the elderly
See Poverty, page 6

United Way campaign begins
Armed with gloves, plastic bags and an altruistic spirit, freshman
Laurel Griggs was one of more than 500 University freshmen who
devoted three hours of volunteer work to Service First Sept. 5.
Though the bus engines were
idling and trail organizers were
telling the students that their
allotted service time was up, the
"Tire Brigade" ignored the nudge.
Within 15 minutes — from start
to finish — the tires were stacked
neatly in piles of six, awaiting
pickup by the city.
"They got 'em all," Engelhardt
said. "The spirit was jubilant!"
The "Tire Brigade," comprised
of students from the first floors of
Liggett and Beaumont residential

houses, was just one of 21 waves
that went out Sept. 5 — the
Sunday before Labor Day — as
part of Service First. In all, more
than 500 freshmen, plus another
100 volunteers from upperclass
and staff ranks, participated in the
event, which was designed to
introduce first-year students to
community service early in their
college experience.
Teamed with Trailnet, a
regional nonprofit agency,
See Service First, page 2

$400,000 & broader involvement are goals
BY CHRISTINE FARMER

The person who receives help
from a United Way-funded
agency could be your daughter, your
brother, your grandfather or your
mother. It could be the American
Cancer Society, a day care center,
family counseling, the Girl Scouts
USA, job training or the YMCA.
Last year, the generosity of
faculty and staff allowed the
University to better its goal of
$375,000, with almost $413,000
pledged, and this year's annual

campus fund drive for the United
Way of Greater St. Louis is now
under way.
"In addition to raising our goal
of $400,000, we also hope to
increase the number of staff and
faculty participating in the drive,"
said Ann Prenatt. "If everyone
gave just a little we would have
one incredible campaign."
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
spoke at the campaign kick-off
breakfast Sept. 8 at Whittemore
House, suggesting that employees
See United Way, page 5

Bypass patients' bleeding risk
reduced by bedside test, drug
BY JIM DRYDEN

About 600,000 people have
cardiac surgery each year in
the United States, and
approximately 20 percent to
30 percent of them have bleeding
problems. Excessive bleeding after
surgery often requires treatment
with medications, blood transfusions or, when severe or persistent, a trip back to the operating
room.
Now, researchers from the
School of Medicine have found
that combining a bedside test with
a drug that potentially improves
the function of platelets in blood
can significantly reduce blood loss
and the need for transfusions after
cardiac surgery.
In a study reported in The
Lancet, researchers led by George
J. Despotis, M.D., used a bedside
test to detect platelet damage in
203 patients who had just
undergone elective cardiac

surgery at Barnes-Jewish Hospital.
The test revealed that 101 patients
were at increased risk for bleeding. Fifty of these were treated
with the drug desmopressin,
which promotes clotting. The
other 51 received an inactive salt
solution. The bedside test
indicated no increased risk for
73 patients, who therefore were
assigned to the study's untreated
control group.
"We thought that if we could
identify people with platelet
defects who were at increased risk
for postoperative bleeding, we
might be able to intervene with a
drug like desmopressin early and
minimize the problem. And that's
exactly what we observed," said
Despotis, an associate professor of
anesthesiology and pathology.
Study patients who received
desmopressin lost less blood than
those who got a placebo —
39 percent less blood in the first
See Bypass, page 6

Facility hOnOrS Gerald Early, Ph.D. (left), and Marcus E. Raichle, M.D. (second from right),
share a laugh with John N. Drobak, J.D. (second from left) and Arnold W. Strauss, M.D., at a ceremony Sept. 7, when Early and Raichle received the University's first Faculty Achievement awards.
Early is the Merle Kling Professor of Modern Letters; he teaches English, African and Afro-American
studies and American culture studies, all in Arts and Sciences. Raichle is co-director of the Division
of Radiological Sciences and professor of radiology, of neurology and of neuroscience. Drobak is
professor of law and of economics in Arts and Sciences, and Strauss is Alumni Professor of
Pediatrics and professor of molecular biology and pharmacology. Strauss succeeded Drobak this
fall as chair of the Faculty Senate Council.
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On the frontiers of science
U College offers Saturday lectures

A SOuBNfig 6Xp6l*i6llC6 Kristopher Gutierrez, a second-year graduate student in physics,
mows down traffic cones as he learns what it's like to drive with a blood-alcohol level of .10 percent
in the Plymouth/Dodge Neon Drunk Driving Simulator. The simulator, computer-programmed to
mimic the effects of intoxication on driving, was on the Brookings parking lot Friday, Sept. 10, as
part of Community Week 1999, sponsored by the Office of Student Activities, Congress of the
South 40, Department of Residential Life, Student Union, the Greek Council, the Office of Health
Promotion and Wellness and other groups.

First woman AMA chief speaking Sept. 22
Mancy Dickey, M.D., immediate
I past president of the American
Medical Association (AMA), will
deliver an Assembly Series lecture
titled "The AMA Agenda:
Improving Health Care Delivery
for All Americans" at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 22, in Graham
Chapel. The lecture is free and
open to the public.
This September marks the
AMA's 20th year observing
"Women in Medicine Month,"
focusing on the growth and
accomplishments of women in the
medical profession. According to
the AMA, in 1979 about 10 percent of all U.S. physicians were
female. Women now represent
22 percent of U.S. physicians.
Dickey was the first woman
elected AMA president. She
advocates a patient's bill of rights
— which she believes must be
part of any patient rights legislation —including giving physicians

from 1994 to
1995. She was a
reviewer for the
Journal of the
Who Nancy Dickey, M.D.
American
Where Graham Chapel
Medical Association and
When 11 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 22
currently serves
Admission Free and open to the public on the editorial
board of
the final say about what is
Archives of Family Medicine. She
medically necessary; giving the
also is the program director for
patient the right to appeal a health the Brazos Valley Family Practice
plan's medical decision with an
Program associated with Texas
independent external review;
A & M University.
holding health plans accountable
A graduate of Stephen F.
when their actions cause a patient
Austin State University, Dickey
injury or death; and protecting all
received medical training at the
Americans.
University of Texas Medical
Dickey is a board-certified
School at Houston, where she was
family physician from College
a recipient of the Distinguished
Station, Texas, and was elected
Alumni Award.
AMA president in 1997. Before
For more information, visit the
her election, she served as chair of Assembly Series web page (http://
the group's Board of Trustees from wupa.wustl.edu/assembly) or call
1995 to 1997 and as vice chair
935-5285.

News Briefs
Showtime!
The deadline for buying
subscription tickets for Edison
Theatre's 1999-2000 season is
Thursday, Sept. 23. The season
includes 13 OVATIONS! Series
events and seven remaining
Performing Arts Department
presentations. The OVATIONS!
season kicks off with a onenight-only "String Wizards"
performance at the Sheldon
Concert Hall, featuring Joshua
Bell and Edgar Meyer with Sam
Bush and Mike Marshall in a
crazy-quilt concert ranging from
classical to folk, bluegrass to
Brazilian music. The same
weekend, the Reduced
Shakespeare Company recaps
1,000 years of history in 100
madcap minutes in "The
Complete Millennium Musical"
at Edison Theatre Sept. 24
and 25.
Faculty and staff receive
discounts on most performances. Box Office hours are
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., and
one hour before showtime. More
information: 935-6543.

Helping hands
Students at Washington
University School of Medicine
provide a host of services in the
larger community, including,
among many:
• care for chronically ill
children in the Pediatric Care
Organization;

Campus quiz: Beneath these spires, students aspire to which
profession?
• medical services in an
underserved part of the city at
the walk-in Saturday Neighborhood Health Clinic;
• drug education for innercity youth;
• pre- and postnatal care for
women in a program that
matches a student with a
mother-to-be throughout
pregnancy and delivery;
• sex and AIDS education for
middle-school children;
• encouragement in scientific
careers for high school students
through the Young Scientist
Program, which provides handson research experience and
stipends to participants.

Did you know?
Washington University is the
seventh-largest employer in the
St. Louis metropolitan area, with
9,647 full- and part-time
employees.

Breaking records
A record 14.8 million students
are attending the nation's fouryear colleges this fall, and the
number is expected to keep rising
as the children of baby boomers
continue to flood high schools.
Colleges and universities are
using a number of strategies to
accommodate the increased
numbers, including deferring
some freshmen to spring 2000,
encouraging older students to
live off campus and accepting
fewer transfer students.
Answer: Aspiration meets
inspiration beneath the Brown Hall
spires at the George Warren
Brown School of Social Work.
"News Briefs" includes short items on a wide
range of subjects, including information about
resources, benefits and opportunities available
to faculty and staff. Readers are invited to
submit briefs, which will be used as space
permits, to Betsy Rogers, Campus Box 1070,
or by e-mail, betsy_rogers@aismail.wustl.edu.

Four lectures this fall will
explore the frontiers of
science through professors'
contributions to research. The
annual Science Saturdays lecture
series is sponsored by University
College in Arts and Sciences and
the Department of Physics.
The lectures, which are free
and open to the public, will be
held from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Saturdays, Sept. 25-Oct. 16, in
Room 201 Crow Hall. No
registration is required. The
lectures are:
Sept. 25 — Carl M. Bender,
Ph.D., professor of physics, is a
leading expert in particle physics
and in the application of mathematics to theoretical physics. He
will discuss chaos and predictability as well as the extent to which
we can predict how a physical
system will change with time and
how a well-behaved system can
behave chaotically.
Oct. 2 — Michael W Friedlander, Ph.D., professor of physics,
has done research on cosmic rays
for many years. He will discuss
how new experimental techniques

have expanded astronomy
beyond the familiar observation
of the night sky and forced us
to consider a variety of objects
and processes that seem bizarre.
Oct. 9 — James H. Buckley,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
physics, specializes in astrophysical research in high-energy
phenomena. He will discuss
observations of high energy
X-rays, gamma rays and
particles that provide a new
window on cosmic furnaces in
which more energy is emitted
in a 10-second burst than our
whole galaxy emits in a lifetime.
Oct. 16 — Clifford M. Will,
Ph.D., professor of physics and
department chair, is known for
his research in gravitation and
relativity. He will discuss what
we are learning about gravity
through astronomical observations and detector systems that
detect gravitational waves, black
holes and space-time warps.
For more information on
the Science Saturdays lectures,
call University College at
935-6788.

Krupke, a freshman from just
outside Dallas, who helped haul
tires and then signed up for
St. Louis, an agency that
600 volunteers team with Mentor
helps elementary school children
Trailnet to clean city trails with reading skills.
"I think it's a very important
— from page 1
and useful aspect of college life to
students participated in beautifica- get out in the community and
tion projects along three scenic
help," Krupke said. "Especially
trails in St. Louis. Each student
since a lot of us don't come from
committed three hours to the
this area. It's two-fold, really. Yes,
project.
I'm helping the community
"Actually, the chief criticism we through service, but I'm also
got from students was that they
getting to know the area that I'm
would have liked to have been on
now living in. I think we have a lot
the trails longer and made more
to offer each other."
of an impact," said event organizer
And Service First, complete
Stephanie Kurtzman, coordinator
with long bus rides and even
for women's programs and
longer assembly lines, provided a
community service.
good start, said junior Trevin Lau,
Those looking for more
a resident adviser for both Fields
volunteer opportunities got a large and Krupke in Beaumont.
dose upon their return to campus.
"From an upperclassman point
The buses delivered students back
of view, I would say that if it
to the grand opening of the new
weren't for projects like Service
Social Justice Center, located in
First, a lot of people would get
Umrath Residence Hall, for ice
stuck inside of the Wash U
cream and complimentary Service
bubble," Lau said. "There's a
First water bottles. The theme
whole world outside of here that
continued into the evening, as the
we can get involved in. Service
rest of the South 40 residents
First was a great opportunity in
joined the Service First participants that regard. We got freshmen out
for a barbecue dinner and commu- there in the first month of their
nity service fair in the Swamp.
careers here."
The fair featured more than 50
Concluded Fields: "In terms of
information booths, equally divided the actual service, I enjoyed it. It
between campus service organizawas a beautiful thing, even on the
tions and St. Louis agencies.
bus rides. Everyone was in good
"There was a lot of interest,"
spirits, with a positive feeling
Kurtzman said of the fair. "I've
toward helping the environment
heard back from a number of the
and helping people. There was an
agencies saying, 'Gosh, we got
air of fellowship that developed
three pages of sign-ups.' It was a
over the course of the event that
boon for everybody.
might actually be more important
"Just like taking classes,
than the event itself.
community service is one of those
"I really think that selfless
things that a Wash U student does," service is one of the purest forms
Kurtzman added. "We don't have
of self-cultivation that we have,"
hard and fast numbers, but it's
he said. "Through doing things
overwhelming the percentage of
like Service First, it helps to
students who do some form of
strengthen the community,
community service here."
strengthen the environment,
One such student is Crystal
strengthen your own personality."

Service
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Medical School Update
First molecule that guides nerve cells through the brain found
BY LINDA SAGE

When nerve cells migrate
from their birthplace to
their permanent home in
the brain, how do they find their
way? Researchers have discovered
the first molecular guide, a known
protein called Slit. This protein
doesn't attract young cells to
where they need to go. It repels
them, like a dog herding a flock of
sheep.
"This is the first demonstration of a diffusible molecule that
directs migrating neurons," said Yi
Rao, Ph.D., assistant professor of
neurobiology. "Such a repulsive
molecule might be useful for
controlling the unwanted
migration of tumor cells or for
delivering therapeutic cells to
specific regions of the brain in
patients with Parkinson's disease
or Alzheimer's."
Rao and Jane Y. Wu, M.B.,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
pediatrics and of molecular
biology and pharmacology,
directed the research. Visiting
research technician Wei Wu, from
the Chinese Academy of Sciences
in Shanghai, was first author of
the paper, which appeared in a
recent issue of Nature.
"This finding has important
conceptual implications," said
Pasko Rakic, M.D., Ph.D.,
professor and chair of neurobiology at Yale University School of
Medicine. "Although it previously
has been suggested that some
brain structures may release
factors that repulse neurons, Rao
and his colleagues are the first to
identify specific genes whose
products perform this function."
Nerve cell migration can't be
studied directly in humans, so the
researchers worked with rats. They

looked at the olfactory bulb, which
gives rodents their all-important
sense of smell. During the first two
weeks of life, this structure
continues to enlarge as a cell
nursery in the brain, the
subventricular zone, sends it nerve
cell precursors. The subventricular
zone and the olfactory bulb are
several millimeters apart, so the
young neurons have to travel
several thousand times their length
to reach their target.
During the course of a different
study, Rao and Wu became
interested in Slit, which is secreted
by cells in the midline of the
embryo. Since 1996, they have
cloned slit genes from several
different animals. They also showed
that two of the three slit genes are
active in the midline of the rat
septum. This part of the forebrain
was known to produce a substance
that repels migrating neurons.
Studying brain tissue from rats
4 days to 7 days of age, the
researchers placed pieces of
subventricular zone into gel. This
enabled them to observe the
neurons that flocked away from
the tissue in all directions. But
when they also added a piece of
septum to the gel, the migration
pattern changed as the majority of
the migrating cells traveled away
from the direction of the septum.
To determine whether this
repulsive activity was due to Slit or
some other substance from the
septum, the researchers cultured
pieces of subventricular zone with
kidney cells, which normally don't
make Slit. The young neurons
migrated in a symmetrical pattern.
But when they used kidney cells
that had been genetically altered to
make Slit, the neurons migrated in
the opposite direction.
The researchers then placed a

Prestigious otolaryngology
award goes to Alec Salt
Alec N. Salt, Ph.D., associate
professor of otolaryngology,
received the Guyot Prize from the
University of Groningen in the
Netherlands Sept. 6. At a ceremony at the Royal University, he
received a medal and prize money
of about $2,000.
The Guyot Prize, given every
five years, is named after the
18th-century founder of the Royal
Institute for the Deaf in
Groningen. Salt was nominated by
many otolaryngology researchers
in the Netherlands for his
important hearing studies, which
also helped establish new treatments at the University of
Groningen's otolaryngology clinic.
Salt studies a spiral-shaped
structure in the inner ear called
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Salt: Studies
the cochlea

which
converts
sounds into
nerve
impulses that
can be
processed by
the brain.
The sound

waves are
transferred to
fluid within
the cochlear duct, the innermost
compartment of the cochlea. Salt's
investigations of the duct fluid,
called endolymph, could one day
lead to better treatments for
Meniere's disease, the worst
symptom of which is periodic
episodes of vertigo.
The disease results from too
much endolymph in the cochlear
duct, but no one knows what
causes the buildup. As a result,
current treatments for Meniere's
have spotty success. "The key to
understanding this disease is

understanding how endolymph
volume is regulated," Salt said.
Doctors had thought that
drainage from a structure called
the endolymphatic sac curbed the
level of endolymph. Patients with
Meniere's therefore have been
treated by surgically altering the
sac to try to improve drainage. Salt
determined 15 years ago that
endolymph doesn't flow toward the
sac as would be expected if the sac
siphoned off the fluid. More
recently, he identified the endolymph-producing cells, which
form the deepest layer of a
membrane lining the cochlear
duct. And he developed a way to
model access of drugs to cochlear
cells.
For the modeling studies, Salt
produced detailed anatomical
images of the fluid-filled compartments of the cochlea from high
resolution 3-D magnetic resonance images. He then measured
each cbmpartment's volume by
combining the images. Doctors
can now use this information,
available on Salt's interactive Web
site, to judge how long it will take
a drug to travel the cochlea's
length through endolymph or a
related fluid. For example, Salt's
model can be used to determine
what ear structures kanamycin, a
drug used to treat Meniere's
disease, is able to reach. As
scientists search for ways to treat
hereditary forms of hearing loss,
Salt's interactive site also might
guide efforts to replace faulty
hearing genes using gene therapy.
Salt joined the School of
Medicine in 1984 as a research
assistant professor of otolaryngology. He became an assistant
professor in 1987 and an associate
professor six years later.

piece of subventricular zone
midway between two masses of
Slit-producing kidney cells. The
young neurons migrated symmetrically. But when one mass was
farther away than the other, the
neurons migrated away from the
closest mass. So it appears that a
concentration gradient rather than
a certain amount of Slit guides the
migration of young neurons.
The researchers then studied
Slit's effect on neurons in their
natural surroundings. Wei Wu
isolated sections of forebrain that
contained the subventricular
zone, the olfactory bulb and the
pathway between them — the
RMS (rostral migratory stream).
By labeling the neuronal precursors with dye, the researchers were
able to see them migrating in the

RMS. But when they placed Slitproducing kidney cells on the
RMS, very few young neurons
ventured forth. "This experiment
provides strong evidence that Slit
can repulse neurons in their
natural setting," Jane Wu said.
In the intact rat brain, the
subventricular zone lies around
the septum. "So neurons run
away from it anteriorly into the
olfactory bulb, their final
destination," Rao said.
In four papers in the March 19
issue of Cell, the Washington
University researchers and
scientists in California reported
that Slit interacts with a cellsurface protein called Roundabout (Robo). This receptor is
made by certain neurons in the
olfactory bulb. In the present

study, the Washington University
researchers engineered mammalian cells that produced and
secreted RoboN, the extracellular
fragment of Robo. Then they
used the RoboN to prevent Slit
from interacting with the normal
Robo receptor.
They placed pieces of septum
on top of the kidney cells and
cultured them with pieces of
subventricular zone. When they
used normal kidney cells, the
septum repelled migrating
neurons. But when they used the
kidney cells that made RoboN,
the septum had much less effect
on neuronal migration. "Again,
this suggests that Slit is the
substance in the septum that
repels migrating neurons," Jane
Wu said.

LOOking at the fUtUre Dennis W. Choi, M.D., Ph.D., the Andrew B. ant) Gretchen P. Jones
Professor and head of neurology, looks at an image of a new 80-bed rehabilitation hospital during
a goundbreaking ceremony Sept. 8. The hospital will be erected by BJC Health System and HealthSouth
Corp. on Forest Park Avenue, between Newstead and Taylor avenues. It will have close affiliations with
the Department of Neurology and the programs in physical therapy and occupational therapy.

Klahr receives $4.8 million for kidney research
Saulo Klahr, M.D., the John E.
and Adaline Simon Professor, has received a five-year
$4.8 million renewal of a program
project grant from the National
Institutes of Health. He studies
the mechanisms of fibrosis — the
formation and deposition of
fibrous tissue — in chronic
kidney disease.
"There are a variety of kidney
diseases," said Klahr, who also is
director of research and scientific
affairs at Barnes-Jewish Hospital.
"Fibrosis is a common feature of
kidney disease, which may lead to
loss of kidney function. If fibrosis
is extensive and progressive, the
kidney eventually will be
destroyed."
This program project grant
was first funded in 1965 under the
direction of Neal Bricker, M.D.
Klahr has been the principal
investigator since 1972, and the
current award is the seventh
successful renewal of this grant
under Klahr's leadership.
During the next five years, the
researchers will study systemic
and local factors involved in the
progression of kidney disease and
kidney failure. Over time, fibrosis
of the kidney leads to renal
insufficiency serious enough to
warrant long-term dialysis or
kidney transplantation.
Each year in the United States,
300,000 people undergo dialysis at
a cost of $14 billion to $16 billion.
And each year, 25,000 to 30,000
new patients join their ranks.
In the first project, Klahr and
co-investigator Jeremiah J.
Morrissey, Ph.D., research

professor of medicine and
assistant professor of cell biology
and physiology, will focus on a
hormone called angiotensin II,
which
controls
blood
pressure and
the reabsorption of salt
and water by
the kidney.
This hormone also is
involved in
Klahr: Investigates
fibrosis of the
kidney fibrosis
kidney under
certain circumstances.
Using an animal model
developed in the early 1970s,
School of Medicine researchers
found that angiotensin II levels rise
dramatically in the kidney when
the ureter — which carries urine
from the kidneys to the bladder —
is obstructed even briefly. The
increase in ureteral pressure
triggers the production of a
cascade of enzymes and chemical
messengers called cytokines. These
changes eventually increase the
production of a fibrous protein
called collagen that accumulates in
the kidney. Over time, these
collagen deposits cause structural
changes that deprive the kidney of
nutrients and contribute to
progressive kidney disease.
"We're examining the factors
responsible for the deposition of
collagen," Klahr said. "We also are
interested in identifying drugs
that potentially could slow or
forestall the progression of kidney
disease in this model."

In the second project, Keith
Hruska, M.D., the Ira Lang
Professor of Medicine and
associate professor of cell biology
and physiology, will analyze the
role of another hormone called
osteopontin in renal fibrosis.
Osteopontin is commonly
produced at sites of tissue
damage.
Researchers don't know
whether osteopontin is helpful or
harmful. This hormone could
bring inflammatory cells to the
kidney, worsening renal injury. Or
it might protect the cells that line
the kidney.
In a third project, Aubrey R.
Morrison, M.D., professor of
medicine and of molecular
biology and pharmacology, will
examine the role of a collagendegrading enzyme that belongs to
a family called matrix
metalloproteinases (MMP). He
has shown that inflammatory
substances secreted by cells are
capable of stimulating the
production of this enzyme,
MMP-13. This finding might be
relevant to the regulation of
fibrous proteins outside the cell.
Morrison also has discovered
novel signaling molecules in a
different pathway. These molecules also promote the formation
of fibrous tissue.
Two core components will
support the program project. An
administrative core led by Klahr
will coordinate and monitor the
program. Morrissey will supervise the animal core, which will
involve normal and genetically
manipulated mice.
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University Events
'Farenheit 45 V • Molecular Switches • Karma • Slavic Poets • String Wizards
10 a.m. Asian and Near Eastern languages
and literatures lecture. "What is Karma?"
Swami Parthasrathy, scholar of Vedantic
philosophy. Women's Bldg. Lounge.
935-5110.

"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place at Washington
University Sept. 16-25. For a full listing of
medical rounds and conferences, see the
School of Medicine's website at
medschool. wustl. edu/events/. For an
expanded Hilltop Campus calendar, go to
www.wustl.edu/thisweek/thisweek.html.

11 a.m. Assembly Series lecture."The AMA
Agenda: Improving Health Care Delivery for
lericans." Nancy Dickey, immediate
wesident of the American Medical
isolation. Graham Chapel. 935-5285.
(See story on page 2.)

Exhibitions

1 p.m. Thesis defense "The Role of
Methylafibn in the Establishment of
Restricted Epstein-Barr Virus Latency."
Emily J. Paulson, immunology program.
Room 3723 West Bldg. 362-7190.

"Grotesques Glass Graham: Marriage of
Masonry." Through Oct. 8. The
architecture of Graham Chapel. Fifth floor,
Olin Library. 935-5583.

2 p.m. Renal research conference."The
Role of HHV6 in Renal Transplantation."
Tom Tanphaichitr, assoc. prof, of medicine.
Room 6611 Wohl Hospital Bldg. 362-7190.

"Affinity of Form: African and Modern
European Art."Through Oct. 24. Gallery of
Art. 935-4523.

7:30 p.m. Art dept. slide lecture.Jim Stone,
photographer, editor of Polaroid Magazine
and faculty member
at U. of New Mexico
-Albuquerque.
Photographs of
American landscape.
Steinberg Hall Aud. 935-8406.

"Modern Art on Paper." Through Oct. 24.
Gallery of Art. 935-4523.
"Coins from St. Louis Collections."
Through Dec. 12. Gallery of Art. 935-4523.
"Egyptian Mummies: Pet Menekh and
Henut-Wedjebu." Through Dec. 12.
Gallery of Art. 935-4523.

Thursday, Sept. 23

Film
Thursday, Sept. 16
7 p.m. Filmboard Feature Series."Stand
and Deliver." (Also Sept. 18, same time
and 9:30 p.m., and Sept. 19, 7 p.m.) Cost:
$3 first visit; $2 subsequent visits. Room
100 Brown Hall. 935-5983.

Friday, Sept. 17
Midnight. Filmboard Midnight Series.
"Mars Attacks!" (Also Sept. 18, same time,
and Sept. 19, 9:30 p.m.) Cost: $3 first visit;
$2 subsequent visits. Room 100 Brown
Hall. 935-5983.

Monday, Sept. 20
4 p.m. Russian dept. film."Anna Karenina"
(English subtitles). Room 219 S. Ridgley
Hall. 935-5177.

Wednesday, Sept. 22
6 p.m. Chinese Film Series."Red
Firecracker, Green Firecracker" (English
subtitles). Room 219 Ridgley Hall.
935-5156.
7 and 9 p.m. Filmboard Foreign and
Classic Series. "Farenheit 451." (Also
Sept. 23, same times.) Cost: $3 first visit;
$2 subsequent visits. Room 100 Brown
Hall. 935-5983.

Friday, Sept. 24
7 and 9:30 p.m. Filmboard Feature Series.
"Glengarry Glen Ross." (Also Sept. 25,
same times, and Sept. 26, 7 p.m.) Cost: $3
first visit; $2 subsequent visits. Room 100
Brown Hall. 935-5983.
Midnight. Filmboard Midnight Series. "Wild
Things." (Also Sept. 25, same time and
Sept. 26, 9:30 p.m.) Cost: $3 first visit; $2
subsequent visits. Room 100 Brown Hall.
935-5983.

Lectures
Thursday, Sept. 16
4 p.m. Caidiovascular research seminar.
"Molecular 'Switches' Governing Cardiac
Energy Metabolism in the Developing and
Hypertrophied Heart." Daniel P. Kelly,
assoc. prof, of molecular biology and
pharmacology. Room 801 Clinical Sciences
Research Bldg., 4939 Children's Place.
362-7190.
4 p.m. Joint Center for East Asian Studies
lecture. "Global Feminism? Negotiating
Feminist Futures in Asia." Sandra Buckley,
din, Center for Arts and Humanities, State
U. of New York-Albany. Room 331 Social
Sciences and Business Bldg., U. of
Missouri-St. Louis. 935-4448.
5 p.m. Vision science seminar. "Contribution of Aquaporin-1 in Aqueous Inflow and
Outflow." Raj Patil, asst. prof, of
ophthalmology and visual sciences and of
molecular biology and pharmacology. East
Pavilion Aud., Barnes-Jewish Hosp. Bldg.
362-7190.
7 p.m. Architecture Monday Night Lecture
Series. "Last Projects and Meditations."
Ricardo Legoretta, architect, Legorreta
Arcquitectos, Mexico City. Steinberg Hall
Aud. (reception 6:30 p.m., Givens Hall).
935-6200.

Friday, Sept. 17
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds."Cleft
Care 1999." Jeffrey L. Marsh, the Appoline
Blair Professor of Surgery, medical director

Bevin Ross (left) stars as Iphigenia in Ellen McLaughlin's "Iphigenia and Other Daughters"; Tijuana
Ricks stars as Sakundeva in Helene Cixous' "The Conquest of the School of Madhubai." Both dramas
will be presented in "From Blood to Prayer: Two Plays About Women and Sacrifice" Sept. 23-26.

Women, sacrifice, vengeance
PAD offers two plays in 'From Blood to Prayer'
BY LIAM OTTEN

The Performing Arts Department (PAD) in Arts and
Sciences will present "From
Blood to Prayer: Two Plays About
Women and Sacrifice" Sept. 23-26
in Mallinckrodt Center's A.E.
Hotchner Studio Theatre.
"From Blood to Prayer" offers
a pair of contemporary dramas —
Ellen Mclaughlin's "Iphigenia and
Other Daughters" and Helene
Cixous' "The Conquest of the
School of Madhubai" — which,
though set in different times and
different cultures, both deal headon with the sometimes controversial subjects of women, sacrifice"
and vengeance.
"From Blood to Prayer" opens
at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 23, and
continues at 8 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 24 and 25. Matinee
performances are at 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 25 and
26.
"Iphigenia and Other Daughters" revisits the bloody tale of
Agamemnon, the Mycenaean king
who, at the start of the Trojan
War, offers up his daughter
Iphigenia as a sacrifice to the
gods. The play begins during
Iphigenia's final days as she
gradually becomes reconciled to
her seemingly inevitable fate.
From there, the action follows the
doomed girl's mother
(Clytemnestra) and sisters
(Chrysothemis and Electra) as
they await — and make their
various plans for —
Agamemnon's return and the
return of his son, Orestes.
of the Cleft Palate and Craniofacial
Deformities Institute, St. Louis Children's
Hosp., and dir. of pediatric plastic surgery.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.
4 p.m. Hematology seminar "Caveolae,
Cholesterol and Trafficking: New Insights
Into Biological Differences Between the
Ras Proteins." John F. Hancock, U. of
Queensland Medical School, Brisbane,
Australia. Room 8841 Clinical Sciences
Research Bldg., 4939 Children's Place.
362-7190.

Saturday, Sept. 18
7 p.m. Gallery of Art lecture. "On African
Art." Robert Farris, prof, of art history,
Yale U. Steinberg Hall Aud. 935-5476.

Monday, Sept. 20
Noon -1 p.m. Molecular biology and
pharmacology seminar. "Antisilencing:
Yet Another Way to Regulate Myelin
Proteolipid Protein Gene Expression."
Patricia Wight, assoc. prof, of physiology
and biophysics. U. of Ark. for Medical

'From Blood to Prayer'
Where A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre
When 8 p.m. Sept. 23,24, 25; 3 p.m.
Sept. 25, 26
Tickets $10, $8 for senior citizens and
Washington University faculty, staff
m
. and students, at the Edison Theatre
Box Office, 935-6543, and all MetroTix
outlets, 534-1111

" 'Iphigenia' is about the
women who are left behind during
the Trojan War, the ones whp have
to continue on in their menial
existence,^' said director Robert
Neblett, a doctoral candidate in
comparative literature in Arts and
Sciences and lecturer in the PAD.
"In McLaughlin's telling, however,
they become the main subjects.
These women don't just sit around
— they're active characters,
escaping the roles that have been
delegated to them. In the end,
even Iphigenia manages to escape
from the myth of her sacrifice."
"The Conquest of the School
of Madhubai" tells the somewhat
more modern story of Sakundeva,
a character based on the real-life
figure of Phoolan Devi, India's
so-called "Bandit Queen."
Sakundeva, a low-caste woman
from the village of Behmai, is sold
into marriage at age 11 and
endures horrific abuse from the
village men before escaping to join
a band of dacoits, or bandits.
"Conquest" joins her shortly after
she and her band have wrought
their vengeance upon the men of
Behmai.
Sciences. Room 3907 South Bldg.
362-2725.
4 p.m. Biology seminar "Assembly of Basal
Bodies and Their Roles in the Cell." Susan
Dutcher, prof, of genetics. Room 322
Rebstock Hall. 935-6860.
4 p.m. Mathematics analysis seminar
"Zeros of Gaussian Analytic Functions."
Mischa Sodin, prof, of mathematics, TelAviv U. Room 199 Cupples I Hall. 935-6760.

Tuesday, Sept. 21
12:10 -12:55 p.m. Physical therapy
research seminar. "Are Boys and Girls
Different? Gender Differences in Hormonal
Effects on Muscle Function." Marybeth
Brown, assoc. prof, of physical therapy.
Classroom C, 4444 Forest Park Bldg.
286-1400.
2 p.m. Thesis defense."Defining Events in
Hap-Mediated Interactions of Haemophilus
influenzaewVn Respiratory Epithelial
Cells." David Hendrixson, molecular
microbiology and microbial pathogenesis
program. Room 775 McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg. 362-7190.

Pursued by Indian authorities,
Sakundeva flees to the village of
Madhubai, where she takes refuge
with an aunt but also begins to
contemplate the 50,000-rupee
reward now offered for her
capture — and the good such a
sum could do for the young
women of Madhubai.
"Sakundeva really demonstrates^ wide range of behavior,"
said director Bonnie Taylor, also a
doctoral candidate in comparative
literature and a lecturer in the
PAD. "She can be horrible and at
the same time incredible and
generous. She's not good or bad
in a dualistic sense, but a full,
contradictory person. And I think
Cixous tries to recognize that by
keeping things open and in a
sense unresolved — avoiding that
authoritative master narrative."
Though "Iphigenia" and
"Conquest" are set in different
cultures at different historical
moments, Neblett and Taylor were
struck by the works' underlying
similarities. They were further
struck by the sympathy of their
own artistic visions.
"We both wanted to have
women center stage," explained
Taylor. "In classical drama,
women are usually foils, ingenues
or victims. We're trying to see
them in different garb."
Tickets are $10 for the general
public and $8 for senior citizens
and Washington University
faculty, staff and students. Tickets
are available at the Edison Theatre
Box Office, 935-6543, and all
MetroTix outlets, 534-1111. For
more information, call 935-5858.
4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. "Molecular
Recognition Meets Molecular Neurobiology
Cation-p Interactions as the Nicotine
Receptor." Dennis A. Dougherty, prof, of
chemistry, Calif. Institute of Technology.
Room 311 McMillan Lab. 935-6530.
4 p.m. Asian and Near Eastern languages
and literatures lecture. "Language and
Identity in Language Learning." Claire
Kramsch, prof, of German and foreign
language acquisition, U. of Calif. - Berkeley.
Room 162 McDonnell Hall. 935-4449.

3 p.m. Earth and planetary sciences
seminar. "Recent Advances in the Deep
Ocean Geochemistry of CH4 and C02
Hydrates Using ROV Technology." Peter
Brewer, senior scientist, Monterey Bay
Aquarium Research Institute, Calif. Room
112 Wilson Hall. 935-5610.
3 p.m. Thesis defense."Regulation of
Midbrain-hindbrain Development by
Fibroblast Growth Factors." Jingsong Xu,
developmental biology program. Room
3907 South Bldg. 362-7190.
4 p.m. Caidiovascular research seminar.
"Function of NPC1 in Cholesterol
Trafficking." Daniel S. Ory, asst. prof, of
cardiology. Room 801 Clinical Sciences
Research Bldg. 362-7190.
4 p.m. Chemistry lecture. "Photo-induced
Processes and Electron Spin Polarization."
Haim Levanon, prof, of physical chemistry
and dir. of the Farkas Center for LightInduced Processes. The Hebrew U. of
Jerusalem. Room 311 McMilleu^ab.
935-6530.
^^wr/\ ...-*■'
4 p.m. Russian dept. lecture."Adam
Mickiewicz and Alexander Pushkin:
Comparing Two Slavic National Poets."
Megan Dixon, prof, of Russian, Principia
College, 111.935-5177.
4:15 p.m. Philosophy colloquium.
"Consensus in Science." Miriam Soloman,
assoc. prof, of philosophy, Temple U.
Room 216 Psychology Bldg. 935-6670.
4:30 p.m. Mathematics colloquium.Jeff
Cheeger, prof, of mathematics, Courant
Institute, New York U. Room 199 Cupples I
Hall. 935-6760.
5 p.m. vision science seminar. "Transgenic
and Knockout Mice to Elucidate Herpesvirus Pathogenesis."
David A. Leib, asst.
prof, of molecular
microbiology and
assoc. prof, of
ophthalmology and
visual sciences. East Pavillion Aud.,
Barnes-Jewish Hospital Bldg. 362-7190.
6:15 p.m. Germanic languages and
literatures reading. Hansjdrg Schertenleib,
Swiss writer. Hurst Lounge, Duncker Hall.
935-5106.

Friday, Sept. 24
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Advances in Echocardiography." Angela
M. Sharkey, asst. prof, of pediatrics.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.
Noon. Friday Forum Luncheon Lecture
Series. "Affinity of Form: African and
Modern European Art." Thomas Alexander,
guest curator. Cost: $15; includes buffet
luncheon. Reservations required.
935-5490.
4 p.m. Anatomy and neunbiology seminar.
"Molecular Guidance of Cell Migration in
the Nervous System." Yi Rao, asst. prof, of
anatomy and neurobiology. Room 928
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.
362-7190.

Music

Wednesday, Sept. 22
7:30 a.m. Orthopaedic Surgery Grand
Rounds. "Blood Transfusion and
Conservation in Surgery." Lawrence T.
Goodnough, prof, of medicine and
pathology. Scarpellino Aud., first floor,
510 S. Kingshighway Blvd. 747-2803.
8 a.m. Obstetrics and Gynecology Grand
Rounds. "Management of Preterm PROM."
Brian M. Mercer, prof, of obstetrics and
gynecology, U. of Tenn. - Memphis.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
362-1016.

Thursday, Sept. 23
8 p.m. OPTIONS! Series
concert. String Wizards.
Joshua Bell, violinist, Edgar
Meyer, double bassist,
Sam Bush and Mike
Marshall, mandolin-guitar
specialists. Cost: $30 and
$25. Sheldon Concert
Hall, 3648 Washington
Blvd. 935-6543.
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Acclaimed student jazz combo
performing free concert Sept. 29
InsideOUT, a student-organized
jazz quartet from the Department of Music in Arts and
Sciences, will perform a free
concert at 8:30 p.m. Sept. 29 in
Simon Hall's May Auditorium.
The group features senior Ben
Looker on piano, graduate
student David Taylor on drums,
»r Jeff Lastygi vibes and Sean
lite on has:
InsideOUT was founded in
April 1999 as an outgrowth of the
music department's Jazz Gembo
Program, which allows students to
earn academic credit while
gaining professional performing
experience. And despite the
group's youth, its members have,
over the last several years,
garnered enviable performing
resumes — earlier incarnations
have played at dozens of St. Louis
restaurants and clubs as w<
such venues as the 1997 Saint

Performances
Thursday, Sept. 23
8 p.m. Performing Arts dept. plays
"From Blood to Prayer: Two Plays About
Women and Sacrifice." "Iphigenia and
Other Daughters," Bonnie Taylor, dir.;
and "The Conquest of the School of
Madhubai," Robert Neblett, dir. (Also
Sept. 24 and 25, same time, and Sept.
25 and 26, 3 p.m.) A.E. Hotchner Studio
Theatre. Cost: $10; $8 for WU faculty,
staff, students and senior citizens.
935-6543.

Friday, Sept. 24
8 p.m. CWIONS! Series performance.
"History Ain't What It Used to Be: The
Millennium Musical." The Reduced
Shakespeare Company. (Also Sept. 25,
same time). Cost: $25, $23 for WU
faculty and staff, $12 WU students.
Edison Theatre. 935-6543.

Sports
Friday, Sept. 17
5:15 p.m. WU National Invitational.
Volleyball team vs. Central College, Iowa.
Field House. 935-5220.
7:30 p.m. WU National Invitational.
Volleyball team vs. Juniata College, Pa.
Field House. 935-5220.

Saturday, Sept. 18
10 a.m. WU National Invitational.
Volleyball team vs. Ohio Northern U.
Field House. 935-5220.

Jazz concerts
begin Sept. 16
With days growing shorter
and nights growing cooler,
what better way to keep warm
than with piping hot jazz? This
fall, the University's Holmes
Jazz Series, now in its second
year, will present a steaming
line-up of St. Loris jazz
musicians in a scries of free
concerts in Holmes Lounge,
Ridgley Hall.
All concerts take place at
8:30 p.m. Thursday evenings
and are free and open to the
public. The series kicks off
Thursday, Sept. 16, with the
Dave Black Trio with Rob
Hughes. Future performances
will feature the jazz quartet
InsideOUT Sept. 23; the Kim
Portnoy Trio Sept. 30; the Eric
Markowitz Trio Oct. 7; the
Willie Akins Quartet Oct. 14;
pianist Paul Westcott Oct. 21;
the Scott Alberici Duo Oct. 28;
the Paul DeMarinis Trio Nov. 4;
InsideOUT Nov. 11; and the
Mike Karpowicz Trio Nov. 18.
The series is sponsored by
the College of Arts and Sciences,
the Department of Music in
Arts and Sciences, the Office of
Student Activities and Campus
Life. For more information, call
935-4841.

Louis Contemporary Art Fair,
Chicago's Hotel Allegro and the
WSIE radio program "Jazz in the
AM."
Group members also have
performed at numerous private
venues, including receptions for
St. Louis Mayor Clarence
Harmon, Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia, U.S. j
tive Jim Talent ac
Carol Channing and Fatti LuFone.
Looker is a music and urban
studies major and a native of Ann
Arbor, Mich. Taylor is a doctoral
candidate in electrical engineering
and a longtime member of the
popular St. Louis-based eclectic
funk band e.m. grueve. Lash is a
marketing major and a native of
Massachusetts. Wilhite is a recent
Webster University graduate.
The concert is open to the
public. For more information, call
935-5581.

1:30 p.m. Footballvs. Wabash College.
Francis Field. 935-5220.
3 p.m. WU National Invitational.
Volleyball team vs. III. Wesleyan U. Field
House. 935-5220.

Saturday, Sept. 25
11 a.m. Soccervs. Case Western Reserve
U. Francis Field. 935-5220.

Kathy Schneider of the Office of Student Activities describes volunteering at the Cornerstone Center for
Early Learning Inc., a day care center that receives funding from the United Way. She spoke at the
University's United Way campaign kick-off breakfast Sept. 8 at Whittemore House. The University is
hoping to raise $400,000 in the United Way campus drive by Thanksgiving.

United Way
University kicks
off 1999 campaign
— from page 1

And More...
Friday, Sept. 17
8 a.m. Office of Continuing Medical
Education seminar. "Second Annual
Missouri Cancer Pain Initiative Meeting."
Eric P. Newman Education Center. For
cost and to register, call 362-6891.
8 a.m. Office of Continuing Medical
Education seminar,-"Pharmacotherapy
*•• in Sepsis and ARDS: State of the Art,
Now and for the Next 10 Years." East
Pavilion Aud., Barnes-Jewish Hosp.
Bldg. For cost and to register, call
362-6891.

Saturday, Sept. 18
7:30 a.m. Office of Continuing Medical
Education seminar. "Lung Cancer
Screening Revisited." Eric P. Newman
Education Center. For cost and to
register, call 362-6891.

Friday, Sept. 24
11:30 a.m. High tea.Sponsored by the
Woman's Club of WU to welcome
newcomers to the WU community.
Alumni House. 966-4680.

Friday, Sept. 24 through
Sunday, Sept. 26
Feminism and Naturalism Conference.
Co-sponsored by WU and U. of Mo. St. Louis. Room 222 J.C. Penney
Conference Center, U. of Mo. - St. Louis
and Hurst Lounge, Duncker Hall.
935-5119.

get colleagues to join them in
making donations. He is chairing
the education division of the
campaign this year for the greater
St. Louis area.
"Last year Washington
University did extremely well, and
we are hoping with your help it
will be easier," Wrighton said to
the gathering of about 50
departmental campaign coordinators. "The United Way is the only
comprehensive campaign that
. takes place and brings help to the
entire region. This is a very
important undertaking for the
community at large."
Last year, 92 cents of every
dollar donated went directly to
help people through more than
160 local health and human
service organizations in greater
St. Louis.
The Cornerstone Center for
Early Learning Inc. was one of
those receiving funding. Kathy
Schneider, a secretary/receptionist
in the Office of Student Activities,
volunteered at the day care center
in August as part of the United
Way's Days of Caring. Schneider
spoke at the Sept. 8 breakfast,
enthusiastically relating her
experience working with children
ages 6 weeks to 6 years old. She

also displayed a collage of
photographs from the center.
"We were able to give up some
of our normal day to see firsthand where part of our money
goes," Schneider said. "You got to
imagine yourself as part of their
staff. Their staff got a little bit of a
respite, and they get to see people
helping them physically in
addition to monetarily.
"You could tell within hours
that these children were loved,
that the seeds of respect were
being planted with these children.
I hope each of you can participate
in Days of Caring because it's a
day of a lifetime."
The campaign coordinators

also watched a video about
various people who received
help from United Way-sponsored
agencies. They ranged from a
teen who had just moved to
the area and had no friends to a
101-year-old woman who was
bored and inactive. The teen got
involved with the Boys & Girls
Club of St. Charles and began
playing basketball and learning to
be a leader. The woman began
going to the Jewish Community
Center and participating in
activities and making friends.
The University-wide campaign runs until Thanksgiving;
pledge cards should arrive via
camptf^mail thifweek.

Woman's Club offers 'High Tea'
and crafts, bridge and classical
The Woman's Club of Washington University will serve "High. music appreciation to gardening,
Tea" from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
moviegoers' discussions and.Friday, Sept. 24, at Alumni House.
walking. - v ~£r\ '■"' "*
Current and prospective members ".'.,- In" J910, faculty wives who
are welcome to. attend the annual
wanted to stimulate friendships
between faculty and spouses from
event. _ . . '-"■■ ' *'
The tea is an opportunity for
the Medical and Hilltop campuses
newcomers to learn of the club's
founded the Woman's Club.
Today, its membership is operrto
activities, which include meetings,
an annual Assembly Series lecture,
women who are or have been
members of the faculty, adminiscontributions to the Olin Library,
tration or staff, postdoctoral
campus tours, luncheons,
orientation and activities for
fellows, graduate students or
international newcomers and an
alumnae, as well as women who
annual scholarship for an
are or have ever been wives of
academically deserving woman
members of these groups.
changing or returning to a career.
For more information or to
The club also has monthly
sign up for the tea, call Pat Owens
interest sessions ranging from arts
at 966-4680.

Sports Section
Football Bears f< |||
Despite gaining more ru shing
yards (108 to 91) and tn lmn8
by only 38 in total offen >e (280
to 242), the football tear i lost
at Wheaton College (111. 135-12
in a non-conference gan ie
Saturday, Sept. 11. Senio
tailback Larry Foster rus ne<*
for a game-high 83 yard son 24
carries, but the Bears (11)
were hurt by four interc -v
tions. After taking a 6-0 lead
on a fumble recovery in me
end zone by sophomore Brian
Yanites, the Bears saw th e
Crusaders (1-0) score 3f of the
game's next 41 points.

Men's soccer wi (IS,
remains unbeatc
The men's soccer team t ,ed
once and picked up a bi 1
regional win during the
Washington U. Invitatio nallast
weekend. The Bears (3-( )-l)
pulled out a 1-1 tie Frid ay with

the University of the South
when senior Bryan Cronin
ripped a 40-yard shot into the
upper-left corner of the net with
eight minutes left in regulation.
jne gears picked up a bigger
win Sunday, as senior AllAmerica striker Greg
Rheinheimer scored twice and
assisted on a third goal, and the
team defeated regional power
Rhodes College 3R0 at St. Louis
Sports Port. The Bears remain
unbeaten on the season.
Volleyball gOeS 2-2
„.
„ , „
.. .
The volleyball team split four
matches last weekend at the
University of WisconsinOshkosh Invitational. The Bears
fell to regional nval Trinity
University 15-6 5-15,7- 5,
15-10 11-15 before blanking
host Wisconsin-Oshkosh 15-2,
15-10 15-8 on Friday Sept. 10.
Saturday the Bears feU to
defending NCAA Dmsion III
national champion Central

College 12-15,9-15,11-15 but
rebounded to knock off Wisconsin-Whitewater, 15-8,15-12,
13-15,15-12. Junior middle
blocker Katie Gielow was named
to the all-tournament team after
leading the team with a .360
hitting percentage, 77 kills and
24 blocks.

made it three-for-three on the
week with a 6-2 win over
Rhod :s College Sunday in
game two of the WU Classic,
Sweer ley tallied two goals and
two a ;sists, while Sarah Wood
scorec I two goals and Glick
addec two goals and an assist.

WOlTien S SOCCeT

wjn<

5"0 after WmS

T,

i's cross country
s invitational
'

MeT

The women's soccer team
improved to 5-0 on the year after
winning three matches at home
last week. The Bears knocked off
principia College, 5-1, in the
1999 home opener Wednesday,
Sept. 8. Sophomore Jessica Click
taUied tw0

ls and an assist>

while senior Rachel Sweeney
tallied two assists. The Bears,
ranked fifth in the nation,
knocked off No. 18 Kalamazoo
Co„
7_0> fa the first match of
the Washington University
Classic Saturday, Sept. 10, then

1 he n ien's cross country team
pickec 1 up its first win of the
seasoi I with a victory at the
Wash ngton University
Invita tional in Tower Grove
Park 5 Saturday, Sept. 11. Junior
Tim J ulien paced the Bears with
aseco nd-place finish, covering
the 8I C course in 25 minutes,
57.7 s econds. The women
poste. i a strong second-place
finish among the nine teams.
Junio r Susan Chou crossed the
Hne h I second place with a time
of 19: 32.8, just two seconds out
of firs t.
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Architecture
school opens
competition

1116 (Jitl Of Iil6 Students and others turned out in force Thursday, Sept. 9, for an American Red Cross blood drive sponsored by the
Congress of the South 40 in the Wheeler Residential House lobby. Among the donors: senior French major Johanna Pohlman (left
foreground) and freshman Jessica Sager (right), who plans to major in international relations. Diane Shelton, Red Cross medical assistant, checks on Sager.

Poverty
Study reveals need
for adequate safety net
— from page 1

fluctuated between 11 and
15 percent.
The official U.S. annual
poverty rate for 1997, the latest
year available, is $8,183 for a
person living alone and $10,473
for a family of two adults.
Currently, 10.5 percent of the
nation's elderly — roughly
3 million people — have annual
incomes below the official
government-defined poverty line.
Another 6.5 percent of elders have
incomes hovering just above the

Bypass
Findings could help
reduce bleeding risk
— from page 1

four hours after surgery and
42 percent less over the first eight
hours. In the first 24 hours after
heart surgery, they had 39 percent
less blood loss.
As a result, they required fewer
blood transfusions. They had
50 percent fewer transfusions
involving red blood cells, 87 percent fewer fresh-frozen plasma
transfusions and 95 percent fewer
platelet transfusions. Total
exposure to blood products from
the blood bank was 69 percent
lower in the patients who received
desmopressin.
Most patients receive a bloodthinning drug called heparin to
prevent clotting during surgery, but
that drug usually doesn't contribute
to postoperative bleeding because it
is removed from the circulation
after surgery with another drug
called protamine, which reverses
heparin and allows blood to clot
normally again.
But several problems can cause
excessive bleeding after heart
surgery. Perhaps a blood vessel isn't
sewn up tightly enough, or the
blood won't clot properly despite
protamine.
"Two major components within
blood facilitate normal clotting,"
Despotis said. "They are platelets
and coagulation proteins. With a
bypass procedure, either one of
those can be damaged and become
dysfunctional or be reduced to
critical levels."
Complex surgeries such as
combined procedures involving
both bypass grafts and valve repair
or replacement increase the time a
patient spends on the heart-lung
machine. Second or third repeat
cardiac procedures also tend to be
lengthier. The longer a patient is
on the heart-lung machine, the

poverty line. Although current
rates are sharply lower than the
1930s, when roughly 50 percent of
the elderly lived below the poverty
line, Rank believes that poverty
among seniors continues to be
much too common to be considering cutbacks in senior social
service programs, especially when
the risk is considered across the
duration of the elderly years.
"Programs such as Social
Security and Medicare have had
dramatic effects on reducing poverty
among the elderly, but they have
never come close to their goal of
eliminating poverty among the
nation's senior citizens," Rank said.
"To retrench from these programs
on the grounds that they have solved
the problem is simply incorrect. Our
study shows that poverty is still very
much a reality for many seniors."

Although agencies have long
tracked the number of elderly
people currently living in poverty,
this study is the first to offer solid
estimates on an individual's odds
of experiencing poverty across the
entire elderly life span. During
any year the number of individuals experiencing poverty is low,
but as time passes the cumulative
effect provides a startling picture
of just how common the experience of poverty is in America.
Approximately 40 percent of
Americans spent at least one year
living in poverty at some point
between the ages of 60 and 90
years. Nearly 50 percent spent a
year living near the poverty line.
By the age of 85, about
65 percent of blacks, 38 percent of
females, 51 percent of those not
married and 48 percent of those

higher the risk for developing
nonsurgical bleeding related to
platelet defects or problems with '
blood-clotting proteins.
"We are trying to identify the
people whose blood-clotting system
has been beaten up during their
bypass operation. This type of
surgery can injure blood-clotting
proteins and platelets, and the test
we used measures that injury to
platelets," Despotis explained.
The test, called hemoSTATUS,
was developed by Medtronic Blood
Management Inc.
The researchers took blood
specimens when patients were
taken off the heart-lung machine
and had received protamine 20 to
30 minutes earlier. The test results
were available within five to 10
minutes. If the test indicated a risk
for bleeding, the patient was given
either desmopressin or the salt
solution.
"The test doesn't measure
platelet count," Despotis said. "It
assesses platelet dysfunction that
can contribute to bleeding." In the
study, desmopressin limited blood

loss in patients with these platelet
defects, but it did not increase
their platelet count.
While other research has shown
that desmopressin might minimize
bleeding problems, several studies
have demonstrated no advantage
to giving the drug to everyone
having bypass surgery. In these
studies, researchers observed littlemeasurable difference in bleeding
or transfusion requirements
between patients given the drug
and those given an inactive
substance.
But in this most recent study,
the hemoSTATUS test identified
patients at risk for bleeding.
Despotis believes the availability of
such bedside tests is key to
lowering this risk.
"We're taking a new approach
by identifying patients at risk for
platelet-related bleeding and giving
them the drug. And it certainly
appears to work," he said.
Despotis and colleagues now are
trying to learn why desmopressin
limits postoperative bleeding so
effectively in this setting.

Campus Watch
The following incidents were reported to University Police from Sept. 6-12. Readers with
information that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to call 935-5555.
This release is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness and is available
on the University Police Web site at rescomp.wustl.edu/-wupd.

Sept. 6
11:40 p.m. — A student on the
Greenway Walk was robbed of $5
by a black man, approximately 19
years old, 5 feet 9 inches tall, with
a medium build, wearing a white
T-shirt and black pants. The
suspect was riding a bicycle and
threatened the victim with a knife
before fleeing northbound. The
walk, near the overpass at
Millbrook, is a pathway off
campus that leads to the
Greenway Apartments.

Sept. 7
8:42 p.m. — A student reported

the theft of his futon mattress,
halogen lamp and a globe from
the commons area on the
fourth floor of Park Residence
Hall.

Sept. 10
8:35 a.m. — A student reported
someone stole his 1983 silver
Buick Regal from the parking
lot at Millbrook Apartments.
University Police also responded
to an additional four theft
reports, three reports ofproperty
damage, two auto accidents, one
report ofpublic indecency and
one liquor violation.

with less than 12 years of education had spent one year at or
below the poverty line. On the
other hand, just under 40 percent
of whites, 31 percent of males,
25 percent married and 20 percent of those with greater than
12 years of education experienced
a year in poverty.
When various demographic
factors are combined, the odds
of poverty are dramatically
increased. For instance, unmarried black seniors with little
education have a nearly 90 percent chance of spending at least
one year in poverty.
"Americans tend to think of
poverty as something that
happens to someone else," Rank
said, "but this study drives home
the fact that poverty is very much
a mainstream issue. These
findings should help people
realize that it may well be in their
own self-interest to ensure that
the nation's leaders do what is
necessary to retain an adequate
social safety net for all Americans.
While most people don't expect to
live their later years in poverty, it
remains a very real possibility for.
many of us."

The School of Architecture's
biannual Steedman
Fellowship in Architecture
International Design Competition for the year 2000 will
focus on proposals for
St. Louis' Arch grounds. Open
internationally to graduates of
accredited degree programs in
architecture, the competition
will be chaired by awardwinning Phoenix architect
Will Bruder.
Tided "Bridging the Gap —
Architecture in the Shadow of
the Arch," the competition calls
for ideas for reconnecting Eero
Saarinen's Gateway Arch and
the surrounding Jefferson
National Expansion Memorial
Park with St. Louis' downtown
district and for designs that
address the Interstate 70
"trench" separating the park
from the rest of downtown.
Submissions are also to include
research proposals for international studies in architecture
and designs for a Museum of
American Architecture on the
Arch grounds.
Members of the international design jury of architects
and designers are Garry
Emery, Emery Vincent Design,
Melbourne, Australia; Sarah
Graham, Angelic/Graham
Architecture, Los Angeles and
Zurich, Switzerland; Reed
Kroloff, editor-in-chief,
Architecture Magazine; Paolo
Rizzatto, architect, and
industrial designer, Milan,
Italy; Elias Torres, Lapena &
Torres Architects, Barcelona,
Spain; and Billie Tsien,
architect, Tod Williams & Billie
Tsien and Associates, New
York.
The jury will meet at the
architecture school in February 2000 to select the competition winner, who will receive a
$20,000 traveling fellowship.
The school also will display the
winning design proposal.
For more information on
the competition, call 935-6293.

Employment
Use the World Wide Web to obtain complete job descriptions. Go to cl6000.wustl.edu/hr/hame
(Hilltop) or medicine.wustl.edu/wumshr (Medical).

Hilltop
Campus
Information regarding
positions may be
obtained in the Office of
Human Resources,
Room 130, West
Campus. If you are not a
WU staff member, call
935-9836. Staff
members call 935-5906.
Reading Specialist
(part time) 980130
Medical Sciences
Writer 980189
Secretary 980215
Senior Project Leader

990029
Secretary/Technical
Typist 990040
Secretary 990157

Senior Project Leader

990340
Assistant 990346
Lab Mechanic 990355
Administrative
Assistant 990356
Administrative
Assistant 990357
Office Manager/
Grants Specialist
990359
Administrative
Assistant 990362
Engineering Librarian
990364
Counselor 990368
Investment Analyst

990369
Assistant to the Dean
and Vice Chancellor
990372

Manager 990233

Research Technician
000003

University
Communications
Secretary 000042

Academic and
Financial Analyst
000075

Department Secretary
000044

University
Communications
Secretary 000076

Senior Researcher
000046
Assistant Graphic
Designer 000047
Receptionist 000050
Administrative
Coordinator 000053
Assistant Manager
000055
Regional Director of
Development 000057
Government Grants
Specialist 000058
Purchasing
Coordinator for
Furniture and Design
000060
Director of Campus
Police 000061

Researcher 990242

Accountant 000009

Gift Accountant

Counselor 000014

Communications
Technician 1000062

990244

Assistant Director ol
MBA Admissions
000017

Coordinator,
Corporate/Foundation
Program 000063

Administrative
Assistant 000025

Administrative
Assistant 000064

Admissions
Coordinator/
Counselor 000027

Technical Staff
000067

Technical Secretary
990245
Director/Executive
Faculty Liaison
990280
Computer Support
Specialist 990283
Writing Lab Director

990298

Administrative
Assistant 000028

990303

Mailroom Supervisor
000032

Administrative
Secretary 990315

Systems
Programmer I 000034

Administrative
Coordinator 990316

Assistant Director,
Publications and
Advertising 000038

Department Secretary

Human Resources
Assistant 000068
Assistant Director of
BS6A Records and
Advising Service
000069
Library Manager
000070
Technical Coordinator

000071

Medical
Campus
This is a partial list of
positions at the School
of Medicine. Employees:
Contact the medical
school's Office of Human
Resources at 362-7196.
External candidates:
Submit resumes to the
Office of Human
Resources, 4480 Clayton
Ave., Campus Box 8002,
St. Louis, Mo. 63110, or
call 362-7196.
Research Administrator 991436
Certified Coder
991200
Health Physics
Technologist II991750
Coding Coordinator

991492
Nurse Practitioner

991525
Pre-certification
Coordinator 000192
Medical Transcriptionist 000167
Public Safety Officer
991771
Medical Transcriptionist 000317
Lab Animal
Technologist 000257
Medical Assistant II
991701

Curator, Modem
Literature Collection/
Manuscripts 990318

Director ol
Admissions 000039

Data Entry Processor
000072

Administrative
Secretary 990320

Support Services
Assistant 000040

Administrative
Secretary 000073

000321

Input Output Clerk

Department Secretary

Administrative
Secretary 000074

000431

990326

000041

Clerk (part time)
Mailroom Attendant
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Notables
Of note
Michael MacCambridge, an
adjunct professor in the communications and journalism program
for University College in Arts and
Sciences, and Gerald L. Early,
Ph.D., the Merle Kling Professor
of Modern Letters in English and
professor of African and AfroAmerican studies in Arts and
Sciences, will give a reading at a
booksigning at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 22 at the Library Limited
Bookstore, 7700 Forsyth Blvd,
Clayton. MacCambridge edited
the new book "ESPN
SportsCentury," and Early
contributed an essay on boxer
Jack Johnson. The book is a
tribute to the greatest athletes,
best teams and biggest games.
J. Evan Sadler, M.D., Ph.D.,
professor of medicine, recently
received a five-year $714,724
grant from the National Institute
of Diabetes and Digestive and
Kidney Diseases for a project
titled "Enterokinase, an Intestinal
Digestive Protease." ...

Jan Weller, director of the
Office of the Network Coordinator, recently moderated a panel on
"Implications of Convergence on
the University's Organizational
Structure" at the annual conference and leadership forum of the
Association for Telecommunications Professionals in Higher
Education (ACUTA), held in
Nashville, Tenn. Weller currently
serves as chair of ACUTA's
marketing committee.

On assignment
Susan Rotroff, Ph.D., professor of
classics in Arts & Sciences, and
Robert D. Lamberton, Ph.D.,
associate professor of classics, both
are spending six months in
Jerusalem. Rotroff is using the
libraries of the city to work on her
book on Hellenistic pottery.
Lamberton is a fellow at the
Institute for Advanced Studies of
the Hebrew University, participating in a seminar on canon
formation in antiquity.

To

Speaking of
Mark Rollins, Ph.D., associate
professor of philosophy and
coordinator of the Hewlett MindBrain Program in Arts & Sciences,
recently participated in a symposium on undergraduate education
in cognitive science at the meeting
of the Cognitive Science Society
in Vancouver, British Columbia.
Rollins spoke about the Hewlett
Mind-Brain and PhilosophyNeuroscience-Psychology (PNP)
programs as an undergraduate
major. The panel included
scientists and philosophers from a
variety of private and public
universities. ...
T. J. Tarn, D.Sc, professor of
systems science and mathematics,
recently gave the plenary session
talk at the 1999 Institute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers' Canadian Conference
on Electrical and Computer
Engineering, held in Edmonton,
Alberta. The title of the talk was
"Intelligent Systems and Automation in the New Millennium:
Enabling Technology of the 21st
Century." ...

ress

P

Leila Sadat Wexler, J.D., LL.M.,
D.E.A., professor of law, recently
published a paper titled "A First
Look at the 1998 Rome Statute for a
Permanent International Criminal
Court: Jurisdiction, Definition of
Crimes, Structure and Referrals to
the Court" in the three-volume
treatise, "International Criminal
Law."

Guidelines for submitting copy:
Send your full name, complete title(s),
department(s), phone number and highestearned degree(s), along with a description of
your noteworthy activity, to Notables, c/o David
Moessner, Campus Box 1070, or e-mail
David_Moessner@aismail.wustl.edu. Items
must not exceed 75 words. For more
information, call 935-5293.

Correction
The George Warren Brown
School of Social Work's
alumni banquet will be held
Saturday, Sept. 18, at the
University Club in Clayton. An
article in the Sept. 9 Record had
an incorrect location.

Tamara L. King appointed
director of judicial programs
Tamara L. King, J.D., has been
appointed director of judicial
programs, according to Justin X.
Carroll, assistant vice chancellor
for students and dean of
students. King replaces Julie
Saker, who recently relocated to
Ohio.
King will serve as a senior
staff member in the student
services area and will be responsible for working with students,
faculty and staff to establish and
promote community expectations for University students. As
a part of this
role, she will
manage the
process of
working
with
students
who do not
meet
expectaKing: Will promote
WU expectations

tions

-

m

addition,
King will be responsible for
implementing a professional
development program for staff
who work directly with or
provide support to the
University's nearly 5,000
undergraduate students.
She also will serve as the

primary interface between the
residential colleges and other
University programs and
services.
King comes to the University
after serving as a legal recruiter
and placement specialist at the
Robert Half firm in St. Louis.
Prior to that, she served as an
attorney at various locales in
Pennsylvania and Ohio from
1988 to 1998.
In addition to her legal
background, King served as an
adjunct faculty member at
Webster University in St. Louis
(1999), Northampton Community College (1994-98) and
Pennsylvania State University
(1993-98).
King earned a law degree
from the New York University
School of Law in 1988 and a
bachelor of arts degree in
political science from Pennsylvania State University in 1985.
She has been active in
numerous community organizations, including the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (serving as an
executive board member from
1990 to 1998), the Boys 8c Girls
Club and the Pennsylvania State
University Community Advisory
Board.

Rights for all Ted Kennedy Jr. (third from right) talks with faculty, staff and students at an
Informal reception in the Goldfarb Hall courtyard Sept. 8, fielding questions about disability issues he
had discussed earlier in the day at an Assembly Series lecture.

Evens named president of Barnes-Jewish Hospital
Ronald G. Evens, M.D., has
been appointed president of
Barnes-Jewish Hospital,
effective Oct. 4.
He currently holds two
positions at the School of
Medicine, where for 28 years, he
has been the Elizabeth E.
Mallinckrodt Professor, head of
the Department of Radiology and
Director of the Mallinckrodt
Institute of Radiology.
Evens also has been serving a
two-year term as board chairman
of the Faculty Practice Plan, one
of the largest multi-specialty

group practices in the nation.
"Ron Evens is a brilliant
manager, physician and scientist,"
said William A. Peck, M.D.,
executive vice chancellor of
medical affairs and dean of the
medical school. "We will miss him
deeply as head of radiology, but
look forward to continued close
work with him as he takes the
helm of the medical school's very
close partner, Barnes-Jewish
Hospital. I have great confidence
that he will continue to
strengthen the ties of these two
outstanding institutions."

Peck will appoint an interim
department head to oversee
radiology, and a search committee
will seek a permanent replacement.
Alan L. Schwartz, M.D., Ph.D., vice
chair of the Faculty Practice Plan
board and the Harriet B. Spoehrer
Professor and Head of the .
Department of Pediatrics, will
assume the role of Faculty Practice
Plan board chairman.
As president of Barnes-Jewish
Hospital, Evens will remain an
ex-officio member of the school's
executive faculty and of the Faculty
Practice Plan board.

School of Law to honor outstanding alumni
BY ANN NICHOLSON

The School of Law will
recognize four outstanding
alumni and one outstanding
young alumnus at its 27th annual
alumni dinner Oct. 1 at the RitzCarlton St. Louis.
Those receiving Distinguished
Law Alumni Awards are: Hollye
Stolz Atwood (AB '68, JD '73),
Jules Gerard (AB '57, JD '58),
Philip D. Shelton (JD 72) and
the Honorable Richard D.
Teitelman (JD 73). The Honorable David C. Mason (JD '83) will
receive the school's inaugural
Distinguished Young Law Alumni
Award.
Additionally, the law school
will present a portrait of Dorsey
D. Ellis Jr., J.D., professor of law
and former dean, in honor of
more than a decade of service to
the school. The portrait will hang
in Anheuser-Busch Hall.
The Distinguished Law Alumni
Awards honor alumni who have
obtained distinction in their
professional or academic careers.
Those being honored share
characteristics of leadership,
progressive thinking, high
standards, uncompromising
integrity, commitment, courage
and confidence. Their careers
serve as models for the
University's students and alumni.
The new Distinguished Young
Law Alumni Award will honor
alumni who graduated from the
School of Law within the past
25 years. Recipients will exemplify
achievement and commitment to
the ideals embodied in the
education provided by the law
school.
Atwood is a partner in the
St. Louis-based law firm of Bryan
Cave, which she joined upon
graduation. She is co-chair of the
firm's Diversity Committee and
has served on the Executive
Committee. Her practice areas are
employment litigation and
counseling, administrative agency

practice, and policy development
and counseling. Her areas of
special interest include employment discrimination, policies and
practices, including sexual
harassment policies, advice and
planning of work force reductions, and alternative dispute
resolution. A past president and
past secretary of the School of
Law Alumni Association, she is a
member of the association's
Executive Committee.
Gerard, who has been a
member of the law faculty for
more than 35 years, became
professor emeritus this fall. A
widely respected expert on
forensic psychiatry, free speech
and other constitutional issues, he
is the author or co-author of four
books and more than three dozen
articles. His most recent book,
"Local Regulation of Adult
Businesses," is used throughout
the nation by municipal attorneys
who regularly call on him as a
consultant.
Gerard also has frequently
appeared as a witness before the
U. S. Congress and other legislative bodies.
Shelton is president and
executive director of the national
Law School Admission Council
(LSAC). He has served the legal
education community as a
professor, dean and administrator
for 25 years. Since joining the
LSAC in 1993, he has worked with
member law schools to expand
access to legal education for
underrepresented minorities,
educationally disadvantaged
persons and people with disabilities.
He previously was dean and
professor at Walter F. George
School of Law at Mercer University, Macon, Ga., and served as
acting dean of the Washington
University School of Law from
1985 to 1987 and as associate
dean from 1975 to 1985. A
member of the law school's
National Council, Shelton

previously clerked for law school
alumnus William H. Webster, who
was then an Eighth U. S. Circuit
Court of Appeals judge.
Teitelman has served on the
Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern
District, since January 1998. For
more than 17 years, he was
executive director and general
counsel of Legal Services of
Eastern Missouri Inc., where he
earned a reputation as a tireless
advocate for the poor, homeless,
elderly, women and children. His
dedication earned him many
honors, including the prestigious
Missouri Bar President's Award.
A member of the Board of
Governors and of the Finance
Committee of the Missouri Bar
Association,, he is also a board
member and past president of the
Bar Association of Metropolitan
St. Louis. A fellow of the American
Bar Foundation, he is an honorary
initiate to the Order of the Coif
and a member of the law school's
Alumni Executive Committee.
Mason has served as a judge on
the 22nd Judicial Circuit of
Missouri in St. Louis since he was
appointed in August 1991. He
previously was Missouri's assistant
attorney general and then general
counsel of the Missouri Department of Corrections, where he
developed an inmate grievance
system.
Mason is a member of the
American Law Institute and an
honorary member of both the
Order of the Coif and the American Board of Trial Lawyers. Having
shared as a student the American
College of Trial Lawyers National
Trial Competition Championship
title in 1983 with his teammate,
Mason went on to assist and now
coaches the law school's trial
advocacy teams. Over the last 19
years, the teams have won 16
regional championships and the
national championship twice. He is
a board member of the Law
Alumni Association and of the
American Judicature Society.
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Sheldon Helfman, professor of architecture (left), assists graduate student Philip Lenzen with fundamental drawing skills.

Tools in a master's hand
Patterns, form, light, color are Sheldon Helfman's
implements as he makes the ordinary extraordinary
BY ANN NICHOLSON

s

i heldon S. Helfman,
professor of architecture,
. paints the ordinary —
glimpses of architecture
that many of us would
pass by without a second look.
But the process behind his
watercolors resembles the
intricacy of a game of chess
executed with the ingenuity and
inspiration of an artist. Not
surprisingly, the end result is
anything but mundane — the
finished work becomes a highly
controlled study of form, color,
light and limits.
The interplay of light and
shadow, the juxtaposition of
elements within the frame, the
interrelationship of geometric
forms all fall under Helfman's
scrutiny. His 40 years at the
School of Architecture have
molded an artist of great insight
and a professor who delights in
demystifying the basic principles
of drawing and design.
"My relationship with the
school has permitted me to
develop at my own pace as a
teacher and an artist," Helfman
said. "Teaching is a rich experience — it's bound to be any time
you have a captive audience to
share things with that are of
interest to you. As an artist, I
continually school myself. I have
remained with issues that are
essentially visual rather than

This watercolor of a cast iron railing and whitewashed building
facade on the east side of Manhattan demonstrates Architecture
Professor Sheldon Helfman's masterful use of dramatic lighting,
contrasting tones, varying surface texture and juxtaposed geometric
forms.

controlled use of light and color
remain a constant unifying
factor," said James R. Harris, an
associate professor of architecture who curated the exhibit and
is a former student of Helfman's.
"Particularly in the watercolors
of architectural subjects, his
tremendous sense of color carries
on the tradition of his mentor,
Josef Albers. Combine this with
Shelly's powerful insight into
light, and you get magic."
Helfman did not start out as
an artist. He originally enrolled
as a math major at City College
of New York. As a high school
student, he had become enamored with Euclidean geometry.

In 1959, Joseph Passonneau,
FAIA, former dean of the
Washington University School of
Architecture, recruited Helfman
while he was still at Yale to teach
basic drawing and design
techniques to architecture
students here.
"I have a powerful belief that
drawing can convey in a most
immediate way the kinds of
concerns one has in architecture,"
Helfman said. "If you can
develop a facility for drawing,
you can use it to test alternatives
for design. If you are merely
confronted with options
generated by a computer, you are
reacting to things you see. But
drawing requires a measure of
focus in which you pre-select the
issues that are relevant."
Helfman, who continues to
impart these skills in his quiet,
coaxing manner to various levels
of students, also teaches painting
and a course in color theory. In
1987, the Burlington Northern
Foundation gave him its Faculty
Achievement Award in recognition of his teaching.

Extraordinary teacher

"Shelly is a very intense and
extremely intellectual teacher, as
well as a fine painter," noted
Cynthia Weese, FAIA, dean of the
architecture school. "The breadth
conceptual. I focus on patterns I
of his knowledge and his ability
see in the world, arrays of events
to articulate it to students is
that we interpret as images."
extraordinary.
The images Helfman paints
"I still hear him discussing a
are literally moments in time,
Poussin at the art museum, and I
vignettes of urban and suburban
still remember his words as he
landscapes that he captures first
critiqued my work," recalled
as photographs and then
Weese, who was a student of
painstakingly transfers onto
Helfman's. "He has done a
paper using a
tremendous
grid system.
amount for the
Sheldon Helfman
These commonschool on so
place scenes —
many levels,
Bom: New York, N.Y.
porches, back
including
alleys, balconies,
serving as
Artistic influences: Artists Jan Vermeer, Charles Sheeler and Edward
vinyl-sided
assistant dean
Hopper; author and artist Bernard Chaet; and photographer David Plowden
.buildings, parts
and just
of a stairway —
Innovative projects: Cell structure drawings for Washington University
recently as chair
often show signs
School of Medicine researchers; on-site cave drawings for the Cave
of the faculty
Research Foundation; color consulting for St. Louis area architects
of decay and
search commithuman carelesstee."
ness. But
Dean
Helfman's
Emeritus
portrayal is
"Teaching is a rich experience — it's bound to be any Constantine E.
nonjudgmental.
time you have a captive audience to share things with Michaelides,
His masterful
FAIA, who
brush strokes
served on the
that are of interest to you."
instead emphaarchitecture
size an interdefaculty beginpendence of abstract forms
"I thought it was the greatest
ning in 1960 and as dean from
defined through dramatic
invention. The logic, the clarity,
1973 until his retirement in 1993,
lighting, varying depths, surface
the rules, the definitions — I
credited Helfman with major
texture and subtle color tonalicouldn't believe anything could
contributions to the undergraduties.
be so clear," Helfman recalled.
ate program.
But it was not long before he
"Shelly was an important
Not idealizations
realized as a college student that
pillar in the undergraduate
"The paintings are a discussion
the elastic limits of calculus did
program, both in teaching and in
of what things are in relation to
not have the same appeal. He
academic advising," said
one another," Helfman said. "I
then enrolled at Cooper Union in
Michaelides, who appointed
deal with patterns and light. The
New York, during a heyday of
Helfman assistant dean.
subjects themselves are not
abstract expressionism. Helfman
"Throughout his 40 years, he has
pretty things; they are not
speaks of "riding the crest of a
been a dedicated, effective and
idealizations. They demonstrate
wave," but not learning much in
inspirational teacher for generaissues of time and deterioration,
the way of basic skills.
tions of students, introducing
the incongruity of the things we
Helfman next served in the
them in the early stages of their
see, the consequences of a lot of
U.S. Army as a cartographic
education to the basic architecclumsy choices."
draftsman in Frankfurt, Gerture discipline of thinking and
A founding member of the
many, from 1954 to 1956, before
drawing, drawing and thinking."
St. Louis Craft Alliance, Helfman
enrolling in the fine arts program
On a recent trip to southern
has shown his work in numerous
at Yale University. While at Yale,
France, Helfman relished the
galleries throughout the country,
he studied with Albers, an
simple "thinking and drawing"
and his individual pieces appear
eminent color theorist who
pleasure of creating field
in private collections internaoriginally taught at the progressketches. Experiencing firsthand
tionally. In 1985, a Washington
sive and controversial Bauhaus
the same brilliant expanses of
University exhibit highlighted
school in Germany; Rico Lebrun,
yellow sunflowers that inspired
the breadth of his artistic work.
a master figurative artist; and
Vincent van Gogh, Helfman was
The 25-year retrospective
Bernard Chaet, renowned author
profoundly moved. It was an
included select paintings in
of "The Art of Drawing."
awakening magnified by 40 years
acrylic, oil and watercolor, as well
Helfman earned a bachelor's
of in-depth study of color and
as pencil, ink and ink wash
degree in 1958 and a master's
light. It's this gift of intense
drawings.
degree in 1960, both from Yale.
seeing that Helfman once again
"From his early figurative
Although touted at the time for
begins to impart to his newest
work to the most recent waterits "iconoclastic" approach, Yale
students as they pick up their
colors, Shelly's concern with
ironically also provided him with
pencils and, under his guidance,
form rendered through highly
a classical background in art.
draw those first parallel lines.

